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ABO Mission: 
The mission of The American Board of Orthodontics is to elevate the quality of orthodontic 
care for the public by promoting excellence through certification, education and professional 
collaboration. 

 
ABO Vision: 
The American Board of Orthodontics is the global leader in orthodontic board certification and 
sets the standards of care for excellence in orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics. 

 
We hope that once again we find you safe and sound and perhaps finding time to enjoy the 
beautiful spring weather in your part of the country, despite our current situation with COVID-
19. While these times are uncertain and a virus pandemic an unprecedented event for most, we 
can continue to be uplifted and comforted by the generosity and goodness which can be found 
all around us. 
 
As with most organizations, the ABO has had to pivot from conducting business as usual to 
determining the best way to move forward in this unknown time. Therefore, we have a great 
deal of important updates to communicate with you. 

 
ABO Written Examination  
The ABO Written Examination was scheduled to be held on April 7, 2020 at Pearson Vue Testing 
Centers throughout the United States and Canada.  However, we were notified by the testing 
center that all exams at their venues were cancelled with no alternative options proposed due 
to COVID-19. ABO directors and staff immediately began exploring all viable possibilities to 
administer the test. Time was of the essence as many orthodontic programs use the ABO 
Written Exam as their exit examination for graduation.   
 
Following extensive research and discussions, the decision was made to conduct the 
examination through a live, online-proctored test administered through Scantron/Examity, June 
5 and 6, 2020. This format allows candidates to complete the examination from their personal 
computer within a defined testing window over the two day period. Security measures are in 
place to include a candidate ID check at the beginning of the exam, a room scan, login 
procedures, observation during the test administration, video and audio recording of the 
testing session, monitoring of the candidate’s computer during test administration, ability for 
the proctor to communicate with candidates if the proctor needs to correct improper behavior 
and the ability to stop the examination if the candidate does not correct improper behavior.  
 
We are excited to offer this innovative approach to the examination and are pleased that a 
swift and competent solution was found to administer this examination without jeopardizing 



                                               

the integrity or reliability of the exam. Please visit the ABO website for additional details 
concerning the Written Examination.  
 
Scenario-based Oral Clinical Examination Update 
The American Board of Orthodontics certified/recertified a total of 203 examinees during the 
February 2020 Clinical Examination. The examination had an 86% pass rate. Please visit the ABO 
website for a complete list of names by constituency. We are excited to announce that the ABO 
now represents 49% of AAO membership. 
ABO Clinical Examinations were also scheduled in July and November, 2020, with both at full 
capacity to include waiting lists. After a great deal of discussion, the board made the difficult 
decision to cancel the July 2020 exam.  For the safety of our examiners, examinees and staff, it 
was determined this was the most prudent decision for all involved. To accommodate these 
misplaced individuals, we have added a July 2021 Clinical Examination, however, we will 
continue to work with these examinees on an individual basis, should they express concern this 
option is not viable for their schedule.  
 
Our updated “Day in the Life” video, filed during the November 2019 examination is now 
complete. First-hand accounts on the process from examinees, examiners and ABO directors 
are shared, along with “behind the scenes” details. We hope this allows those interested in 
achieving board certification an opportunity for a basic overview of what they can expect when 
in St. Louis. 
 
ABO Educators Symposium 
The ABO’s Educators Symposium, “The Change Is Here – Are you On Board?” honoring Dr. 
Katherine Vig, scheduled April 18, 2020 in St. Louis was also cancelled due to COVID-19. We are 
finalizing arrangements to reschedule this important meeting. 
 
In addition, an Item Writing workshop initially scheduled to be held before to the Educators 
Symposium in April, 2020, continued to take place, albeit in an online interactive format. ABO 
directors and guest item writers worked for two full days to build questions for upcoming 
Scenario-based Clinical Exams. By all accounts this meeting was a success, with all identified 
goals achieved. 
 
AAO Annual Session 
The AAO cancelled their 2020 Annual Session in Atlanta, GA due to COVID-19. Instead, they 
opted for a ‘virtual’ meeting May 2-3, to include online lectures with credit hours. The ABO 
participated by including our board certification brochure in their bags which were mailed to all 
registered attendees, reaching up to 9,000+ individuals.  
 
ABO award recipients, historically recognized during the meeting, will now be honored in 2021. 
Dr. Rolf Behrents, 2020 Albert H. Ketcham Memorial Award recipient, will receive his award at 
the AAO Annual Session in Boston, MA. No additional recipient will be identified in 2021 for the 
award.  Drs. Carla Evans, Dale B. Wade Award of Excellence, Dr. Perry Opin, Earl E. and Wilma S. 
Shepard Distinguished Service Award, and Dr. John Kanyusik, O.B. Vaughan Special Recognition 

https://www.americanboardortho.com/orthodontic-professionals/about-board-certification/written-examination/2020-updated-written-exam-process/
https://www.americanboardortho.com/media/5362/abo-announces-newly-certified-or-recertified-orthodontists-february-2020-scenario-based-oral-clinical-examination.pdf
https://www.americanboardortho.com/media/5362/abo-announces-newly-certified-or-recertified-orthodontists-february-2020-scenario-based-oral-clinical-examination.pdf
https://www.americanboardortho.com/media/5360/abo-day-in-the-life-2020-final.mp4


                                               

Award, will receive recognition during the CDABO Summer Meeting in Savannah, GA. Please 
take a moment to review their biographies located on the ABO website. 
 
ABO Announces New Director, Install Officers 
The ABO officers for the 2020-2021 year are as follows: Dr. Valmy Kulbersh of Bloomfield Hills, 
MI, president; Dr. David Sabott of Erie, CO, president-elect, Dr. Patrick Foley of St. Louis, MO, 
secretary/treasurer, Dr. Nicholas Barone of Lincoln, RI, immediate past-president. Of special 
note, as Dr. Valmy Kulbersh steps into the role of ABO president, she becomes the first female 
in the history of the ABO to serve in this position.   
Dr. Emile Rossouw, of Rochester, New York, has been elected as the next director to serve on 
the American Board of Orthodontics, representing the Northeastern Society of Orthodontists.  
 
The Great Lakes Association of Orthodontists congratulates all certified/recertified GLAO 
Orthodontists   
                                                          
Newly certified 
Mayssa Khojah 
David Mika 
Nozha Sawan 
Sarah Thompson 
 
As we move forward with our new normal, rest assured the ABO will continue to identify 
innovative solutions to any challenges which should arise. ABO staff are currently working from 
home with the office phones transferred to individual cell phones to ensure we are available to 
efficiently assist with all questions or problems. Zoom video conference calls will continue to be 
an important business tool. We will work hard to ensure a seamless transition during these fluid 
times and will address any issues which we may face head-on.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.americanboardortho.com/about-abo/awards/

	ABO Mission:
	ABO Vision:

